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May 25, 1971

Release #294

DIATE RELEASE

CE ACADEMY PREP SCHOOL GRADUATES 140 FUTURE CADETS

‘U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.--The Air Force Academy Preparatory

ol graduated 140 future Air Force Academy cadets today (May 25),

cond largest class in the school's ll-year history.

Thomas D. Popp. of Auburn, Wash., was named "Mr, Cadet Candidate,"
ep School's highest graduation award.

:Allwnemhers of the 1971 class will accept appointments to the Air
Academy, The largest Prep School class, 164, was graduated in 1970.
 year's class brings the total number of graduates to 1,351 since the
‘School was established in 1960. Mol
At the Prep School, selected members of Regular and Reserve Air Force
nts who are not fully prepared academically for the Academy are given
ar of concentrated study in English, mathematics, military training and
tics to prepare them for entrance.

Other top honors went to Gregory A. Scharlach, Fostb%ia, Ohio,

i ic award; Bruce H. Fritzsche, Highland Park, Ill., athletic award;

rl I. Peterson, Englewood, Colo., military award.

*more-

AIR FORCE ACADEMY MISSION:

TRUCTION, EXPERIENCE AND MOTIVATION TO EACH CADET SO THAT HE WILL GRADUATE
DGE, CHARACTER AND QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP ESSENTIAL TO HIS PROGRESSIVE
AS A CAREER OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE.
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Popp, who was graduated with a 3,60 grade point average (4.0=A), was

ted the top grad for his overall excellence in academics, athletics and
ry training.

'A member of the Prep School's golf team, Popp was also 137 pound

ion in intramural wrestling. He was a commander of "B'" Squadron,

“Honor Squadron of the Year'! and served a Group Commander, the top student
rship position,

Popp was graduated from Auburn (Wash.) Senior High School where he

ged to the National Honor Society. ’His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
p, reside at 431 12th S.E., Auburn,

Scharlach was graduated with a 3,51 grade average. While at the Prep

1 he was a forward on the basketball team which established a 15-4
record. '

To be selected for the academic award, Scharlach possessed high college
scores and excelled in the school's military and physical training
ams,

He was graduated from Fostoria (Ohio) High School in 1970 where he was
r of the National Honor Society. His parents are Mr, and Mrs. Donald
Scharlach of 817 N. Main St., Fostoria.

Fritzsche was a standout on the Prep School football team as an offensive
defensive lineman and he helped the squad post a 5-1 record. He also
yed guard on the basketball team and was a member of the lacrosse team.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fritzsche of 1773 Berkeley Rd.,
ghland Park, Fritzsche is a 1970 graduate of Deerfield (Ill.) High Schooi.

Peterson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ivor C. Peterson, 2290 E. Eastman
e., Englewood. He established a 3.39 grade average and played lacrosse

r the Prep School.

-more-



Peterson was selected for the military award because he was outstanding
11 phases of the military training and for the high respect in Hhic‘:l
s held by his classmates.
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